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REFLECTIONS ror SATURDAY EVENING. 
— 2. , 

When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and 
their tongue fainteth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the 
God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers in high 
places, and fountains in the midst of the vallies : F will make the 


wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 
Isatau xii. 17, 18. 


How many pangs of anxiety in regard to our future prospects, 
bow many torturing apprehensions of impending calamity, should 
we avoid, could we always recognize our claim to the promises of 
Jehovah. While pleasure, ambition, and philosophy betray, en- 
gulph and abandon to despair their deluded votaries ; religion still 
remains the steady and unalterable friend of the wretched; pour- 
ing balm into the wounded breast, hushing the tumults of confiict- 
ing passions, and shedding over the darkest scenes of poverty, the 


‘warm and cheering light of hope. 


That man is wretched and needs a comforter, we believe no hu- 
man heart will deny ; his whole history is little else than a vast 
and gloomy register of his crimes and sufferings. From age to 
age, from zone to zone, the consequences of sin have been felt by: 
every man in every condition of life: nor have the sighs which 
agitated the folds of the imperial purple, been less bitter than 
those that have burst unimpeded from the naked bosom of the shi- 
vering savage. Neither has the sanctity of cloisteral, the simpli- 
city of pastoral, nor the bustle of commercial life, been able to re- 
store him that happiness from which he has fallen, and which can- 
not be retrieved, save through the merits of Him who died “ that 
we might have life.’ What has philosophy done to sooth the 
sorrowing bosom ? What light has her dim torch shed into the be- 
nighted seul, appalled at the thick darkness that hangs over futuri- 
ty? What language of consolation, what words, inspiring hope, 
have the learning and ingenuity of Indian mythology published to 
the feeble, suffering, desponding children of Brahma ? How many 
widowed mothers, and neglected wiyes have, like Portia, madly 
rushed on, death, in spite of the boasted dogmas of Rome’s proud 
philosophy ? How many stern Brutuses, and inflexible Catos, in mo- 
mehts when darkuess overspread the political horizon, have basely 


-——— ~ 


‘shrunk from the storms of life, and shamefully abandoned its mést_ 
sacred cuties, while glorying in the mock sublimity of this ineffi- 
cient philosophy. 

Is itby frequenting the execrable slaughterhouse of Juggernaut, 
or by witnessing the detestable rite that annually annihilates, on 
the altar of a sanguinary superstition, hundreds of victims, to whom 
youth and loveliness render life peculiarly lovely ; is it in the ora- 


cles of such a religion that the miserable Hindu can find an anti- 
dote to that despair which is so quick to overwhelm him, and to 


which the wretchedness of his circumstances, and the indolence of 
his nature, so frequently induce him? No, itis not in the doctrines 
of Brahma, the wisdom of Socrates, or the larning of Egypt ;. it is 
only in the oracles of the living God, in the Sacred Scriptures of 
Eternal Truth, that the poor and needy, the afflicted and distress- 
ed, ofevery condition in life, can find the language of consolation, 
the messages of love. There is no situation so desolate, no state 
so deplorable, that the power and the mercy of the Infinite cannot 
give “ beauty from ashes and the oil of joy from sorrowing.” “ Ri- 
vers shall be opened in high places, and fountains in the midst of. 
the vallies:” Influenced by an unwavering and affectionate reli- 
ance on the promises of his Father and his God, the Christiaa 
statesman shall be a Moses in the desert ; no murmuring, nor per- 
secutions, that an ungrateful people may raise against him, shall 
provoke him to abandon the station in which he is placed, nor shall 
any consideration induce him to swerve from the path of upright- 
ness. Trusting in God, the Christian minister shall bea Moses on 
the mountain, interceding at the throne of grace for the pardon of 
a world of sinners, by whom he may perhaps be reviled and perse- 
cuted. Cheered and invigorated hy faith in the precious promises 
contained in the Bible, the Christian widow shall feel her heart 
warmed with the glow of hope, while she moistens with tears of ma- 
ternal solicitude, the last crust which she has to distribute among 
her famishing infants. Weare sensible, however, that as “ not every 
one that saith Lord! Lord! shall enter into the kingdom of heaven,” 
so not to every one that suffers, are the promises of Scripture to 
be appropriated ; but we leave the characters of those who may 
with humble confidence, and holy boldness claim the performance 
of those great things, to be defined and delineated by those minis- 
ters at the altar, whose duty and whose happiness, consist in reliey- 
ing the terrors of the law, by exhibiting the glorious hopes set be- 
fore us in the Gospel. Far be it from us to say, of the most aban- 





doned sinner, “ He has neither part nor lot in this matter’ He is 
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a man, apd therefore our brother; a sinner, therefore our fellow : 
and if an awakened conscience has made him sensible of his 
wretchedness, we think we may venture to proclaim to him, that 
for him the promises were written and are preached ; to him is of- 
fered the mercy and protection of the Lord: of Hosts. 

To all who are “afflicted, tempest tost,’ on the stormy sea of 
life, we earvnesily recommend an intimate acquaintance with the 
Holy Scriptures. From these “ wells *of salvation” they may 
draw ihose vital streameg, the virtue of which shall restore to the 
heart that has been pelsied by despondency, the energy of hope ; 
and the mind lately overclouded by misery, the light, and glow, 
and beauty of happiness. C. B. 


For the CuuisTian Visivana 


-_-_— 


TO THE CLERGY OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 

ALL who feel interested in the enlargement of the visible church, 
and the salvation of individuals, must regard with solicitude and sym- 
pathy, the inhabitants of our frontier settlements. Along the eastern 
margin of the state, from the county of Washington to the northern 
boundary; then along the line which separates the United States 
from Canada, until you reach fort Niagara; then along the western, 
and south-western borders of this state, a great proportion of the po- 
pulation is destitute of the stated ministry of reconciliation. 'Through- 
out the counties of Warren, Essex, Clinton, Franklin, St. Lawrence, 
Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, Niagara, Allegany, Steuben, Seneca, 
Genesee, Chenango, and Ontario, there is not one settled pastor 
where ten would be requisite for supplying the churches. In all 
these settlements there is a precious remnant of the living members 
of Jesus; many who hunger and thirst after righteousness ; who 
call the Sabbath a delight, and esteem as beautiful upon the mountains 
the feet of him that publisheth salvation, and bringcth good tidings of 
good. It is truly gratifying to notice that the friends of Zion, in the 
older settlements, are not without feeling towards the thousands up- 
on our frontiers, who remain destitute of the privileges of the sanctu- 
ary, and that in different places societies are formed for the education 
of pious, promising youth, to afford them a supply. But, however 
benevolent such associations are, and however favorable to the in- 
terests of religion the result will probably be, yet they cannot pro- 
mise an immediate supply. Years must necessarily elapse, before 
such youth can receive, in academies and schools of theology, a eum- 
petent edueatioa for sustaining the capacity of public teachers in the 
church. During that time the rising generation must grow up igno- 
rant of Jesus the only Saviour, and the vigour of the hope ia Christ, 
through want of the bread awd water of life, must necessarily decay. 
After mature reflection on this subject, the folloxcing plan appears 
the most practicable, and indeed the only plan, by which the inhabi- 
tants of our frontiers can be preserved from degenerating almost toa 
state of heathenism. Let every minister of the Gospel, who can ren- 
der it compatible with his eireumstances, devote two or three Sab- 
baths in the year, as a free-will offering for their relief. Suppose that 
every pastor in this state, leaving his own congregation, would labor 
two Sabbaths among the new settlements, the advantages arising to 


the general interests of religion would be incalculable, without any | 
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injury to himself, or to the particular chureh in which he is sta- 
tedly employed. I say, the advantages arising from the execution 
of this plan would be incalculable. ‘To those who have languished 
months, or years, without hearing the word of reconciliation, the ap- 
pearance of a faithful servant of Jesus, is, literally, as life from the 
dead. It iofuses new vigor into the spiritual principle in the hearts 
of the righteous ; it awakens them to greater diligence in discharging 
the duties of the closet and family ; it excites the attention of the 
thoughtless, and inspires all with a greater desire to obtain the con- 
stant administration of the word of life. ‘lhe plan proposed, with a 
disposition among the ministers of religion mutually to accommodate, 
may be executed with little inconvenience. Suppose that two, re- 
siding in the vicinity of each other, should agree to devote the above- 
; mentioned time in the year to the frontiers, let either, who can most 
F conveniently leave home, spend four Sabbaths abroad, and let the 
other supply his pulpit a part of the time during his absevce. Was 
an arrangement of this kind procured, I entertain not a doubt but in 
the course of a few years, several hundred societies might be organ- 
ized, both able and willing to support the ordinances when opportu- 
nity is offered. ‘There has not been, since the Ascension of our 
Lord, a wider field for ministeria] exertion, nor a more favorable op- 
portunity of enlarging his visible kingdom, than is row presented in 
the new settlements of our state, or of effecting this olject with less 
toil, with less expense, or opposition. In every direction, the fictds 
are emphatically white for the harvest. The inhabitants use the same 
language ; they can almost universally read, and are therefore capa- 
ble of improving the means of instruction, whether addressed to the 
eye or ear; there is at present au earnest enquiry respecting the 
things which belong to their cternal peace, and all classes unite 
in expressions of respect to the person and administrations of the am- 
bassador of Jesus. 

Some, perhaps, may object, that in the enjoyment of these occasion- 
al supplies, the frontier inhabitants might become regardless about ob- 
taining the stated dispensation of ordinances. But I can assert, from 
repeated observation, that the tendency of such supplies is directly 
the reverse. During my itinerant labors among them, I have uni- 
formly noticed that the righteous, upon hearing the word of salvation, 
appear refreshed and strengthened, as the man enfeebled by long ab- 
stinence, receives new vigor afler the enjoyment of a generous meai ; 
that they lament their desolate condilion ; that they deplore particu- 
larly the situation of their youth, growing up without pastoral instruc- 
tion ; that they are eagerly enquiring when another visit may be ex- 
pected, and expressing a willingness to settle the ministry of recon- 
ciliation at almost any expense. Besides, the very consideration that 
the servants of Jesus sympathise with them, gladdens their hearts, 
and gives a new spring to their exertions for obtaining the means of 
salvation. Far be it from me to insult any brother in the Gospel by 
even insinuating that be would decline performing this labor of love, 
from motives of fleshly ease. Surely if the naval officer will venture 
upon every ocean, or the military man will explore every wilderness, 
at the call, and for promoting the interests of his country, the good 
soldier of Jesus cannot, mill not, be less daring in his enterprise, or 
less willing to spend and be spent in advancing the interest of his 
Lord. They strive for a corruptible, but we for an incorruplible crown. 
The man whose heart is supremely bent on the accumulation of 
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wealth, is equally ready (o make any sacrifice for securing his favor- 
ite objeot. I will venture to affirm that there is not a town in the 
northern or western frontier of this state which has not been explored 
for purposes of speculation. Hundreds, leaving the lap of ease, have 
spent laborious days in traversing the trackless forest, and at night 
have found a retreat from their toil upon no other bed than the earth, 
and under no other covering than the canopy of heaven. All this 
sacrifice is cheerfully made for securing riches, which are uncertain 
and unsatisfying; and shall we shrink from a little toil in the prospect 
of an inheritance incorruptible and unfading ? Actuated by the same 
spirit, and aiming at the same grand design, let every servant of the 
cross resolve withthe Apostle: I endure all things for the elect’s sake, 
that they may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter- 


wal glory. 

It may, perhaps, be unnecessary to notice that in our excursions to 
preach the gospel, we ought to know nothing but Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. Every thing calculated to foster spiritual strife, or create par- 
ty distinctions, ought most scrupulously to be avoided. He who goes 
abroad to promote the interests of a particular denomination, rather 
than the interests of our common Christianity ; who rears up the 
standard of a party, rather than the standard of the cross, labors in 
vain ; nay, he actually injures that cause which he is professedly ad- 
yocating. ‘he tendency of his administrations will be to divide and 
distract, instead of edifying the solitary places of Zion. Instead of 
converting the wilderness into a fruizful field, he will render it a scene 
of party contentions and religious feuds. 


To the faithful servants of Jesus, in every denomination, this plan 
of missionary exertion is proposed by an unknown and obscure fel- 
low-laborer, and they are most respectfully solicited by a zeal for the 
enlargement of the church, and a concern for their own future crown, 
to make the experiment. It is unquestionably sanctioned by the ex- 
ample of our Lord, who went about doing good ; of Apostles in the 
primitive cges, and particularly of Paul, who considered himself a 
debtor both to the Greeks and the barbarians, both to the wise and the 
unwise, that he might impart some spiritual gift ; who exulted in the 
reflection, that from Jerusalem and round about unto Iliricum he had 
freely preached the Gospel of Christ. ‘These itinerant labors are also 
sanctioned by the conduct of the most distinguished reformers. We 
find the indefatigable Knox sometimes in Scotland, sometimes in 
England, sometimes in Germany, and again in Geneva, advancing 
the great work of the reformation. ‘These holy men, burning with 
seraphic ardor for the glory of Jesus, and sacrificing their own ease 
and interest for ihe advancement of His kingdom, have set us an ex- 
ample that we should walk in their steps. And now, venerable fa- 
thers ahd brethren, an unbounded field is opened to our view. The 
voice from Macedonia to the great Apostle, come over and help us, 
was not more importunate, than is the present appeal from our fron- 
tiers, to all who serve at the altar, and, like him, let us not be disobe- 
dicnt to the heavenly call. Shall not the cries, yea, the tears of those 
who have tasted that the Lord ts gracious, and esteem a day in His 
courts bettcr than a thousand,ewaken our sympathy ? Shall we not 
hasten, and admonish, to flee from the wrath to come, the multitude in 
those regions who are rushing forward to all the horrors of that wrath, 
beth ignorant and unconcerned ? 


| 
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That he who hath redeemed the churoh with His own bleed, may di- 
rect you and me, to the most profitable improvement of every talent 
for promoting her interests, and, with those who have turned many to 
righteousness, bring us in the end to shine as the stars for ever and 
ever, is the prayer of your brother in the faith of Jesus, and fellow-la- 
borer in the work of his Gospel. 

: A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN. 
State of New-York, March 22, 1816. 





LETTERS 
FROM BARON HALLER TO HIS DAUGHTER, 
On the Truths of the Christian Religion. 
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LETTER II. 


A description of that anxiety and terror which hangs over every mind in life, and death, 
and above all on its entrance into the world of spirits. Holiness of the Divine Nature. 
Vice the natural object of punishment. Necessity of punishing sin, in order to maintain 
the order of the universe. Many intermediate orders of intelligent beings between the 
Deity and man. Pride and arregance of human nature. Delay of the punishment of sin 
not an argument against its certainty. Corruption, selfishness, and consequently injus- 
tice, of human nature asserted, in contradiction to certain philosophers ; and described, 
from its earliest appearance in infancy, to its full height and maturity. Vanity of worldly 
pursuits, and importauce of preparation for eternity. Love of the world and the things 
of the world, the grand source of envy, malice, and contention. ‘The mind purified and 
tranquilized by the prospect and hope of futurity. Remaining power of corruption in the 
best and most pious minds. Necessity of an atonement for sin acknowledged hy Socrates, 
I have seen a book, written fer the instruction of children, which 

begun with this important question—WVhal is thy consolation in life and 
in death ?—It isnot the world which can give it you, or insure, even 
for a moment, any of those talents or advantages which you possess— 
such as youth, health, fortune, conjugal affection, children of promising 
hopes, and, in short, whatever contributes to render life agreeable. 
An unexpected malady—you yourself have experienced it—may se- 
cretly canker the bloom of youth, and deprive it of all its charms and 
enjoyments. ‘The sword of death is suspended over your head by a 
tender thread ; neither can the world defend you from those strokes 
of adversity, which are the inevitable lot of mortals. Or, supposing 
that the years pass away without the visitations of sickness, yet, in 
their revolving course, your natural vigour is diminished ; asin cases 
of rebellion, where the strength of the nation is weakened by a divi- 
sion of its forces. Your soul, which is of an immortal nature, will 
sometimes obtrude on you a reflection, that the body, upon which you 
hare built great expectations, is daily tumbling into ruins. You 
searcely perceive the secret course of a river, which accompanies you 
in your passage, and upon whose current you are carried down, till, 
with consternation, you find yourselfat the very entrance of it, just 
ready to emerge into the wide ocean, where you will find no more 
banks—no more agreeable prospects to charm the eye—no more chear- 
ful companions—no more objects to gratify the senses, or indulge your 
favorite taste and inclination ; all these sources of delight will vanish 
for ever. Having, by an irresistible impulse, entered this boundless 
expanse, alone and unattended, how will you support the idea, that 
there is nothing remaining to you, but this immensity with which you 
are surrounded ? 

This image, so often applied, and which affected in a most lively 
manner, even in the midst of her pleasures, the ingenious Sevigne, is 
but a faint resemblance of its archetype. The current of time, whose 
rapidity you cannot oppese, and of which you have already passed a 
considerable part, will carry you into the presence of your Judge—a 
Being of perfect purify and holiness—Who is divested of all those 
passions, which the poverty of human language has ascribed te him, 
and of whose violence we need not therefore be afraid. But although 
he is infinitely good, he does not approve of sin, nor regard good and 
evil with an eye of indifference. These two things are naturally and 
essentially different : and being thus diametrically opposite to each 
other, cannot be held in the same estimation by a Being, who not on- 
ly knows their difference, but sces them both without any disguise or 
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artifice. Even man, imperfeet and guiliy as he is, disapproves and des- 
pises the liar, the traitor, the ungrateful, and the envious; but the op- 
posite qualities he honors and adotires wherever they are found. How 
much more thera will He, who is absolute perfection, who can never 
judge otherwise than agreeably to moral rectitude and truth, abhor 
and detest vice? If God sees, asit were, with a glance, the moral 
good and evil of his creatures, and yet makes no discrimination in hu- 
man actions, a universal disorder must take place amongst all intelli- 
gent beings, which disorder would be the inevitable consequence of 
ihis supposed indifference in God. 

We cannot form a competent idea of the Supreme Being ; he is su- 

perior to every image which derives its origin from the senses. It 
4s, however, certain that he is omnipotent, all-wise, and infinite in 
every perfection. We have every possible reason to think, that be- 
twixt this Being and man, there are other creatures, who approach 
nearer to God in sanctity, virtue, and perfection; and who are far 
superior toman. I know, that, in strict propriety of speech, there 
cannot be an uniform gradation betwixt finite and infinite : but the 
distance between God and feeble mortals is so immense, that we may 
suppose, with the highest probability, that, in the celestial habitations, 
are beings of a much more excellent nature than man, whose under- 
standing is so much limited, and whose heart is so exceedingly de- 
praved. How great then is the pride of man, which will not admit 
of any thing superior to-himself! Presuming upon his own dignity, he 
appropriates a rank more elevated than his faculties intitle him to ; 
but refuses, at the same time, to acknowledge, that he received these 
endowments from God. Will the great Governor of the universe ap- 
prove of this behaviour in his creature ; who dares to harbour in bis 
breast a kind of rebellion against the arrangements of infinite Wis- 
dom ? Can the man, who is thus influenced by pride, ever conde- 
scend to these submissions which reason requires ; or bear with an 
eye of complacency the pre-eminence of beings more noble and exalt- 
ed than himself? Can he, without a mortifying humiliation, behold 
himself placed in the lowest rank of finite beings ; or resign without 
murrauring, those prerogatives which he vainly arrogates ? 

All other transgressions of the law of God are equally, in their own 
nature, deserving of punishment, by the Sovereign Judge, who disap- 
proves of, and condemns them; for his laws are an eteraal and im- 
mutable standard for the trial of human actions, of which he surely is 
capable of making a just estimate, who perfectly knows their value 
and extent. Beings, who live in subordination to his laws, must ne- 
eessarily receive the approbation of him whose faithful subjects they 
are. But such as negleet those duties which are intrinsically good, 
and, though commanded to obey them, prefer an opposite rule of be- 
haviour—as the liar, the envious, the cruel, the impure, and the mis- 
anthrope—must infallibly be regarded by God as rebels to his laws, 
and punished for their disobedience. The delay of judgment ought 
not to embolden them. Men may lose the remembrance of their own 
actions ; the impressions which the senses receive, diminish gradual- 
ly, like one who having sensibly offended us to-day justly apprehends 
eur resentment; bat after a few months are past, forgets the offenee, 
and regards it with indifference. But in God there is no forgetful- 
ness: the faults of the first men Are recorded in the book of imnmutable 
wisdom, and are wyitten in a manner more indelible than ifthey were 
inscribed upon columns of adamant. The sins of the early ages are 
as perfectly known to bim now, as they were at the time they were 
eommitted. His hatred to evil is unalterable, as well as its conse- 
quences. An action, which had incurred his displeasure, because it 
was evil in its own nature, cannot change its complexion by time, in 

‘the eyes of Infinite Wisdom. After a thousand years, its turpitude 
will be the same as at first: and therefore entitled to the same con- 
‘demnation. But-such is the inconsistency of the human mind, that 
we ovetlook the criminality of our own actions, and pass a general 
amnesty on our former vices, when we can no longer practise them. 
It isnot so with the immortal Judge, who hath before him his own 
laws; so that he eannot pardon, at one time, what was obnoxious to 
punishment at another. 

You, my daughter, will pot here object, that we are not so depraved. 
The éducatieon which you have received, and your own conscience, 
will oot suffer this arrogant thought to enter into yourmind. But our 


new philosophers have carried their vanity so far as even to deny the 
corruption of the humam heart: or at lenst they do not perceive its 
‘existence, but in their enemies, or the most notorious malefactors ; in 
them they discover the enormities of vice. It is a weak apology, 
made by soime for the commission of evil, that man brings into the 
world with him the source of it, which is self-love—that every one 
must pursue the bent of its inclination—submit wholly to it, and make, 
if possible, the rest of mankind,subservient to its will—that it is often- 
times displeased even with the elements, and would quarrel with the 
sky if the wind blew, or the rain fell, differently from its wishes. 
When heavy bodies, by their own weight, descend to the earth, this 
also is a cause of pain and inquietude ; it would have them act in re- 
pugnance to the laws of gravitation. In the infant, we see the ef- 
fects of self-love ; it there reigns absolute. Before he has become capa- 
ble of feeling the influence of example, he opposes his feeble strength 
toevery constraint; he seizes with a kind of fury whatever he de- 
sires; he snatches from another infant his teys; and invades, like an 
Alexander, what is not his own; like him too, he triumphs over his 
spoils, and is deaf to every remonstrance of reasoh. 

When the infant is advanced in years, and reason begins to exert 
its powers, be then perceives that the world is not his own, but that 
other meu have the same pretensions and similar claims to what he 
would appropriate to himself ; the consequence of which is, at leastin 
theory, a kind of war amongst all those who aspire at universal mon- 
archy. Hobbes not only perceived the truth of this theory, but has 
plainly asserted that it was now in practice ; though he does vot say 
that such a state of contention is lawful and reasonable. I have ob- 
served these sentiments to prevail amongst the most miserable and 
vilest of men. I have seen the contempt which they had for others: 
but the complacency and approbation with which they have contem- 
plated all that they did themselves ;—a way of thinking which Boi- 
leau hath finely described in his inimitable satires ; where those haugh- 
ty tyrants, who would hold the world in subjection, are drawn in their 
genuine colors. A female philosopher of this class has been ingenu- 
ous enough to confess, that if wishes were able to commit murder, 
those who are in possession of the things which they covet, and which 
they think would make them happy, would be in great danger of los- 
ing their lives. Ofray, another of these philosophers, hath attempted 
to vindicate vice upon. certain principles which he has formed into a 
system ; the foundation of which is, that virtue is an exotic, planted 
in our,hearts with some degree of violence, or, in other words, by 
the efforts of education ; on the contrary, vice may be called an in- 
digenous production, which there flourishes, as in a kindly soil, and 
favorable to its grewth. 

A superficial view of human nature, or of our own heart, not entire- 
ly ignorant of its duties, must convince us, that man, even in a civili- 
zed state, confines his love and his esteem to himself—that he easily 
discovers the faults of other men—that he thinks them inferior to him- 
self—that the grand and principal scope of all his actions, is the satis- 
faction of his own desires, whatever they may be ; and that he leaves 
no method untried, by which he may gratify his vanity, or accomplish 
those ends which the bratal passions of Barbarians pursue in a more 
open, undisguised manner. 

I have often observed, not without a mixture of pleasantry and con- 
cern, the meas and despicable jealousy which the greatest philoso- 
phers and most celebrated poets have had of one another; and how 
they have endeavored to tarnish that merit in a rival, which threat- 
ened to equal or eclipse their own. With what rancour and invective 
have they attacked those who refused them the incense of praise t 
What indecent railleries have they employed, when they would ex- 
pose to ridicule such as were not servile enough to think as they did ! 
After having shot all their empoisoned arrows against those persons 
whom they hated without a cause, they serupled not to say, with an 
air of affected indifference—* I was only in sport.” 

There are some persons who deny the corruption of human nature ; 
yet these very men, if their pride receives the least mortification, are 
immediately inflamed with resentment, and treat the supposed aggres- 
sor as their mortal enemy. 

It is not amongst the champions of vice alone that we are to look 
for instances of this depravity of mankind. ‘Tura your eyes, my dear 
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ehild, utito yourself; examine youf own heart—that heart, filled with | course ofa short life! lnmw many resolutions have we formed for the 


sweetness and beneficence ; which hath never given the least dis- 
quietude to your parents, your husband, or your friends—-that heart, 
so compassionate, and susceptivle of the tenderest and most benevo- 
Jent sentiments ; which rejoices to see virtue recompenced, though 
in a stranger, Whose affliction also it can soothe aud mollily.—Com- 
pare your thoughts and actions with the perfect and invariable laws of 
God, and see how far you are removed from that perfection, which 
alone can render you acceptable to the Supreme Being. It canyot 
be envy whieh induces me thus to degrade a person whom I Jove ; 
but the sacred obligation of truth impels me to place before your eyes 
this divine law, tliat you may the better judge of the imperfection of 
human actions. 

You have been instructed in your younger years, ia the traths of 
the Christian faith ; they made a lively impression upon your mind. 
You also apprehend the right which there is ia God of exacting from 
us avoluntary obedience : and you have a just sense of the importance 
of eternity, in comparison of which, thrones and sceptres, honors and 
distinctions, which men s0 eagerly grasp at, are but as toys. What 
are'aor amusements which we pursue with such avidity ? and what 
are the prerogatives which we are so fond of exercising over creatures 
as weak and infirm as ourselves ? Ought nota being, who is possessed 
of an immortal soul, and who, to-morrow, may enter into eternity, for 
which state he was created—-ought he not to employ the present day, 
with every exertion of his mental powers, to rise above this world ; 
though perhaps the greatest superiority which his reason can attain to 
will be scarce perceptible in that scale of eminence and dignity which, 
at last, reaches to the Deity himself ? or ought he to confine his whole 
attention to secular concerns, to procure the favor of a man, whom 
probably he despises in his heart ; or to amass wealth, which he must 
soon leave behind him ? And yet do not these things, so contemptible 
in themselves, occupy all our days, and employ all our thoughts ? 

Betwixt the present moment and eternity, we flatter ourselves with 
along interval of life; and though it isso short that it may be com- 
pared to the twinkling of an eye; yet in our imagination it appears 
without end ; or at least we remove that end to so remote a distance, 
that we cenceive a greater relish for present joys, and value them at 
too high arate. We consider the present as the only true, the only 
sure and important happiness: futurity, dark and obscure, hath no 
charms, no evidence sufficient to determine our will. 

It is this trifling estimate, which we make of eternity, that renders 
us indolent and careless in the great duties which we owe to God— 
that makes us ungrateful for his favors, deaf to his menaces, negligent 
of his service, cold in our devotions, and untouched with the suffer- 
ings of our Saviour. The value which we put upon present enjoy- 
ments, attaches our affections to the perishable things of this life, and 
excites in us an odium against those who would interrupt our pursuits, 
or rivalusin them. From hence proceed the vain opinions we have 
of our own merit; the custom of secretly comparing it with that of 
other men, of ovr acting unjustly in consequence of these partial com- 
parisons ; an inward envy at the prospect of advantages which they 
enjoy, and of which we judge them unworthy : a ridiculous appro- 
bation of our own actions and abilities ; an ungovernable passion for 
frivolous amusements; the shameful sacrifice of a great part of our 
time, in the search of fleeting pleasures, which make a man neither 
better nor wiser ; and a petulancy of temper, that will Dare no oppo- 
sition to our desires which we are so eager to gatify, and wait with 
such impatience for the arrival of the happy moment, that time seems 
to move with leaden feet. 

But, to close this mortifying detail, we will suppose that, after 
many victories gained by vice, its superior influence should at last give 
place to the repeated impressions of divine truth, and its power should 
be considerably diminished.—Reflect, then, upon what pasges within 
you, and you will be obliged to confess that, even in this situation, 
things temporal operate upon our minds with more force than things 
eternal ; and that the thoughts of futurity have but too little effect up- 
on our inclination. We find this imperfection in men who are yet 
the least addicted to the practice of vice ; its influence is particularly 
felt in that age when the passions are in their greatest vigor. How 
many Crimival desires bave taken full possession of our hearts in the 





indulgence of the passions, even those of the most guilty kind, though 
our reason has convinced us of the shame and indignity of sucha pro- 
ceeding ! how often have the passions silenced all the remonstrances 
of reason! how often have they tempted even the best of men into the 
commission of the most criminal actions ; of which the Psalmist is a 
memorable instance! Such as we are, however, we must all appear 
before the tribunal of the perfect Judge ! What heart will not tremble, 
when the faithful register of all our evil thoughts and actions will be 
opened before us ? What must they expect, who, having spent their 
best days in the service of the passions, enfeebled by age, and terrified 
with the idea of approaching death, relinquished at last their vices, 
and, like the prodigal in the gospel, sought an asylum from the fright- 
ful reproaches of their own conscience, in the arms of paternal com- 
passion ? Will they be rejected by the kindest and most benevolent 
of Beings ? will their sincere repentance be of no avail ? or, if they 
should be received into favor, who will efface the long catalogue of 
sins from the records of everlasting Wisdom ? 

This question, my dear, is very ancient ; it has been asked by the 
sagest philosophers. Socrates, who considered the study of virtue as 
the only employment which deserved the attention of wise men, thus 
proposes it—How can sinful man make his peace with God ? But shalt 
we, weak and short-sighted mortals as we are—shall we presume to 
fathom the counsels of the Almighty ? Socrates confessed his doubts 
and uncertainty ; and that he was not able to comprehend the deter- 
mination and judgment of God with respect to sin ; or how it will es- 
cape the effects of his hatred who is infinitely holy, and of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. He still continued, however, to consider 
God as a merciful Being: and this mercy was to him a source of con- 
fidence.—* 1 doubt net,” says he, * but God will send, at a time when 
“his infinite wisdom shal! see fit, a man instructed by himeelf, who 
“ shall reveal to the world this most interestiug of all mysterice— 
** how he will pardon sins ?” 
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BY HIS EXCELLENCY JONAS GALUSHA, ESQ. 


Governor, Captain-General, and Commander in Chief in and over the 
State of Vermont, a PROCLAMATION. 


“In all thy ways, acknowledge” God, “and he shall direct thy 
paths.” ‘Ihe duty and the happiness of man are inseperably con- 
nected. What God enjoins, reason approves, and our true interests 
require. Being dependent on God for life and all its enjoyments, as 
well as the soul-animating hope of future bliss, we are under the high- 
est obligation to love and serve him: And having, by disobedience, 
provoked his divine indignation, and rendered ourselves obnoxious to 
his righteous judgments, it becomes our imperious duty, and only safe- 
ty, to return to the Lord, with full purpose of heart; confess our sins, 
implore his forgiveness, and trust in his merey. Especially at a time 
like the present, when our overflowing cup of blessings heightens 
every duly, when recent and awful manifestations of God’s holy dis- 
pleasure evince his disapprobation of our ways, and at a season of the 
year, in which we rely upon the gracious smiles of His providence, 
to succeed the labors of the husbandman, in preparing the ground, 
and committing to the earth the precious seed, on the product of 
which the lives of the rich and the poor alike depend, it behoveth, 
that in a manner public and social, as well as penitential and devout, 
we supplicate and adore that Almighty Being, whose favor is life, and 
whose loving kindness is better than life. 

_ Under these considerations, I have deemed it suitable to appoint, 
and by the advice of the council, I do hereby appoint, Wednesday the 
seventeenth day of April next, as a day of public fasting, humiliation 
and prayer throughout this state. And I do hereby earnestly desire 
and request ministers and people, of every religious order, to convene 
at their usual places of public worship, on that day, and there in a 
humble, solemn and reverential manner, unite in the worship of the 
Lord our God, whose tender mercy, notwithstanding our repeated and 
aggravated offences, still endures, and by reason of whose compas- 
sion we are not consumed ; entreating that He would nof suffer our 
sins to separate us from Him, nor our iniquities to hide his face from 
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us: but that he would propitiously hear ous prayers, and pardon our 
faults. Under a deep sense of the depravity of our hearts, and the 
unworthiness of our characters, let us approach the throne of divine 
grace, relying upon the merits of the Saviour, as the only medium, 
through which we can have access to the divine Father, and hope 
for the forgiveness of our sins and the enjoyment of his favor. While, 
with humility, we acknowledge our own transgressions, may we suit- 
ably deplore the prevalence of vices so destructiue to man, and so of- 
fensive in the sight of God; and lament, that ingratitude and the 
abuse of mercies should characterize a people, on whom heaven has 
so richty bestowed its choicest blessings. And while with trembling 
we reflect on the late tokens of the displeasure of the Almighty let 
us turn from our sins, which have provoked his anger, lest he visit us 
with weightier judgments. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous mau bis thought, and turn unto the Lord, who will have 
mercy, and to our God, who will abundantly pardon. When, by 
fasting, we attempt to humble ourselves in divine presence, be it re- 
membered that the fast which the Lord has chosen, is to loose the 
bands of wickedness, under heavy burdens, let the oppressed go free, 
and deal our bread to the hungry. And may a day’s abstinence frem 
the comforts of life, cause those in prosperity to realize and pity the 
wants of the poor and needy, ‘incline all our hearts to benevolence 


and our hands to deeds of charity ; knowing that we alike are de- 


pendent on a benevolent God for all the comforts and blessings we 

enjoy, both temporal and spiritual. While suppliant, in prayer, be- 

fore the Father of mercies, let us beseech him to check the course of 
vice, and save the rising generation from its contaminating effects— 

That he would cause his sabbaths to be duly regarded, bis laws and 

institutions obeyed, and his name revered—T hat he would make the 

ministers of his-word, eminently the reformers of mankind, and ren- 
der the gospel they preach, the power of God unto salvation :—That 
he would sueceed the labors of missionaries, and the missionary soci- 
eties to spread the pure light of the gospel throughout the heathen 
world—That he would support and prosper all civil institutions, es- 
tablished on the basis of justice, and for the improvement of human 
happiness—That he would cause our schools and seminaries of learn- 
ing to send forth pure and salubrious streams of knowledge—That He 
would cause the earth to yield her fruits in their season, richly to re- 
ward the toils of industry—That He would prosper every class of our 
citizens, in their daily occupations and laudable pursuits—'That He 
would direct, and biess the president of the United States, the two 
houses of coagress, the state legislatures, and all the officers in the 
various departments of the national and state goveroments—That He 
would cause party spirit, that bane of social happiness, to become 
extinct, and harmony and friendship every where to prevail—That 

He would continue to this nation the blessings of peace, with the full 

enjoyment ef rational liberty; both civil and religious—That He 

would revive the true spirit of Christianity among us, cause the light 
of divine truth to dispel the shades of moral darkness, through the ha- 
bitable world ; and grant that the peace, which the nations at present 
enjoy, may be matured in righteousness, become equitable, liberal 
and permanent; that if may prove to bea prelude to that glorious 
peace which the blest Messiah shall esfablish on earth, when kings 
and princes shall become his willing subjecis, and ail the inhabitants 
of the earth submit to his righteous reign. 

And I do hereby recommend to the people of this state, to suspend 
all reereations and unnecessary labor on said day. 

Given under my hand, at Shaftsbury, this fifth day of March, in the 
year of Christ one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States the fortieth. : 

JONAS GALUSHA. 

By his Excellenty’s command, R. G, Mauuary, Secretary. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
At a meeting of the citizens of Albany, pursuant to public notice, 

















at the Capitol in said city, on the evening of the 18th March, 1616, 
for the purpose of establishing a society for the instruction of Africans. 

ISAAC HUT'YON, Esq. was called to the chair, and GEORGE 
UPFOLD, Jun. appointed secretary. 

Addresses having been delivered explanatory of the object of the 
association, by the Rev. Mr. Clowes and Theodore Sedgwick, Esq. 
it was 

Resolved, That the persons composing this meeting form themeelves 
into a society for the promotion of the above desirable object. 

Puitie 8. Parker, Esq. in behalf of a committee appointed at a 
former meeting, presented the following draft of a constitution for said 
society, which wasread and unanimously adopted, to wit: 

UNDER the fullest conviction, that it is both the duty and_privi- 
lege of enlightened and religious persons, to unite and cordially to 
embrace all laudable means of cultivating and diffusing useful know- 
ledge throughout society, and dispelling that cloud of ignorance which 
more particularly has enveloped too long that unfortunate class of 
mankind amoug us of African descent, inasmuch as ignorance ever 
produces habits and practices the most pernicious both to the indivi- 
duals and community at large.—We the subscribers, reposing our- 
selves on HIM, for strengih and assistance, by whom, it is said in ga- 
cred prophecy, “ Ethiopia shall stretch out her hand unto God,” do 
associate ourselves under the following articles, or 

CONSTITUTION. 

First. This Society shall be known and distinguished by the name 
of the SUNDAY FREE SCHOOL SOCIETY for the benefit of 
Africans. 

Second, 'The members of this Society shall meet on the first Tues- 
day in March in each year, at such place as shall be designated by 
the board of inspectors hereafter constituted ; at which meeting there 
shall be chosen from among the members of the society, a treasurer, 
secretary, and thirteen inspectors, who shall hold their offices respec- 
tively for one year, or until others are chosen in their stead. 


Third. The concerns of the said society shall he managed by the 
said treasurer, secretary and inspectors, who shall, as soon as may be 
convenient, after their election in each year, meet together and 
choose one of their number as president, whose duty it shall be to 
preside and keep order at all meetings of the board; which board, so 
organized, shall have power to make such by-laws and regulations 
for the government of the said society a3 to them shall seem proper, 
and to supply all vacancies in the said board which may happen 
during any year, from death, removal or resignation; provided al- 
ways, the said board shall not have power to bind the members of 
the association to the payment of any sum of money beyond what 
may be voluntarily given, or agreed to be paid by this constitution. 


Fourth. It shall be the duty of the president, secretary ani inspec- 
tors, to visit the scheols, kept under the patronage of this society, as 
often as may be, and at least some one or more of them once in each 
month. Aadit shall be the duty of the secretary to receive all re- 
ports of the different superintenleais or teachers of schools from time 
to time, as they may be offered, und report the same to the meetings 
of the board, who shall report the same at the annual meetings of the 
said society, at which time also the treasurer shall account for al! mo- 
nies which may have come into his hands ; and generally, it shall! be 
the duty of the said boar of iuspectors to give all aid in their power 
to the superintendants or teachers of the said school ia procuring 
rooms, books and other necessaries for said schools. 


Fifth. Every person who shall desire to become a member of this 
association, shall, on paying to the treasurer for the use of said socie- 
ty, a sum not less than one dollar, and subscribing these articles, have 
his name recorded as a member, and al! teachers of schools under the 
patronage of this society shall be members without the payment of 
any money. 

Sixth. This constitution may be altered or amended at any regular 
meeting of the society, only with the concurrence of two thirds of the 
members then present. : 

The society then proceeded to the choice of officers for the ensu- 
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suing year, when the following gentlemen were ciosen to the offices 
attached to their respective names. 


ISAAC HUTTON, Esq. Treasurer. 
Rev. TIMOTHY CLOWES, Secretary. 
INSPECTORS. 
Rev. John M’ Donald, Mr. John I Grocsbeeck, 
Rev. Join Chester, Mr, Elias V anderlip, 
Rev. Joseph Shan, Mr. William Maycll, 
Rev. Thos. Drummond, Mr. George Upfood, sen. 
Theodore Sedgwick, Esq. _ Mr. Isaac G. Hutton, 
Philip S. Parker, Esq. Mr. John Taylor, jun. 
John Stearns, M. D. 
The meeting was then adjourned. 
ISAAC HUTTON, Chairman. 
GEORGE UPFOLD, Jun. Secretary. 


se 
NEW-YORK. Geneva, February 28. 
ORDINATION. 

Extracts from the Minutes ofthe Presbytery of Geneva. 

“ Thursday, 15th February, 1815.—The congregation of Elmira 
presented to presbytery a call for Mr. Hezekiah Woodruff to be their 
pastor; which call was read, approved, aud put into the hands of Mr. 
Woodruff, and he was directed to give his answer as soon as conve- 
pient.” 

“ Mr. Woodruff informed presbytery that he accepted the call put 
into his hand. Whereupon Presbytery proceeded to examine him 
respecting his qualifications for the ministerial office: and, having 
obtained full satisfaction—Resolved to proceed to his Ordination and 
Installation to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A. M. and that Mr. Lazell offer 
the introductory prayer+-Mr. Higgins preach the sermon—Mr. Ax- 
tell preside and offer the consecrating prayer—Mr. Hotchkin give the 
charge to the Pastor—Mr. R. Hubbard give the charge to the con- 
gregation, and Mr. Hickman offer the concluding prayer.” 

“ Friday, 16th I'eb.—At the hour appointed, Presbytery proceeded 
to the place of worship, and ordained Mr. Hezekiah W oodroff minis- 
ter of the gospel, and installed him Bishop: of the congregation of EI. 
mira. ‘he parts were performed as above assigued—Sermon from 2 
Cor. ii. 16 Pe 





Attest, MOSES YOUNG, CI’k. 
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NEW-YORK. Onondaga, February, 28. 

It gives us pleasure fo state, that a subscription is opened, and has, 
thus far, met with liberal patronage, for building an Episcopal Church 
in this village. In the prosperity of such insti(utions, all are inter- 
ested, who profess a belief in the Christian Religion—a system which 


persons having associated for the purpose of teaching a Sunday Sehool, 
will be employed, a part of every Sabbath, in the instruction of those 
who may attead. Adult persons who cannot read, but who desire te 
learn, will receive particular attention. Parents are requested not to 
send small children who cannot read words of three letters, except 
such as have no other opportunity of learniag. Black persons will 
have aseparate room. School will open at nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing for reading, and at three in the afternoon for catechising. It will 
be heid in the Academy until a more central place can be obtain- 
ed. Books will be furnished for those who are not able to procure 
(hem, as far as the funds of the society will extend. 


jn 


MAINE. PortLanD, March 5. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

It gives us no ordinary pleasure to state that within a few days in- 
telligence has reached us that a very unusual attention to religion pre- 
vails in many different and distant parts of our country. The follow- 
ing is an extract of a letter from a very respectable clergyman in the 
county of Hampshire in this slate. ‘* God is at the present time pour- 
ing out his Spirit in a most wonderful and gracious manner upon 
Springfield, West Springfield, Williamsburgh, Hadley, Hatfield, and 
a part of Amherst.” A letter from a gentleman in Vermont to his 
correspondent in Philadelphia states, that revivals had recently taken 
place in two towns in that state, viz. St. Albans, and Westminster. 
He adds also six townsin the western counties of Massachusetts, viz. 
Sheffield, Williamstown, Sandisfield, Becket, Blandford and Gran- 
ville, and three in Connecticut, viz. Winchester, Goshen, and Cole- 
brook. The same letters state, that there was a considerable revival 
among the officers and soldiers in the army and navy at Sacket’s Har- 
bor. From other sources we learn, that a good work has been for 
some time progressing in the (Presbyterian) congregation of the Rev. 
Mr. Patterson, in the city of Philadelphia, and also in the Rev- Mr. 
White’s (Baptist) congregation in the same city. From verbal in- 
formation we feel authorised to add to this gratifying catalogue the 
Rev. Mr. Spring’s congregation in the city of New-York. 

Boston Recorder. 


MASSACHUSETTS. Boston, March 4. 

Ordained at Middleborough, on the 14th ult. Rev. Emerson Paine, 
to the Pasteral Charge of the First Church of Christ, and the first pre- 
cinctin that town, made vacant by the death of the late Rev. Joseph 
Barker. The Rev. Oliver Cobb made the introductory prayer ; the 
Rev. Thomas Williams of Providence, preached the sermon; Rey. 
Thomas Andros made the ordaining prayer, and the Rev. Nathan 





has stood, unhurt— 
‘“ Amidst the war of infidels, 
The wreck of nations, 
And the crush of thrones.” 
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INTELLIGENCE rrom ABROAD. 
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Holman, the concluding prayer. Although the season was unusually 
severe, a very numerous concourse of people were assembled, and the 
sermon, which was unusually impressive and eloquent, and all the 
other performances, commanded the most devout attention ; and the 
whole transaction appeared highly interesting and gratifying to all the 
people present. 





SCRAPS. 





OHIO. CuiLtuicotug, February 20. | 

Extract of a letter from ithe Rev. Thomas Cleland to the editor, dated | 

Mereer County, Ky. Feb. Sik, 1816. | 

Mr. Stouton Edwards died on the 16th December last. He left 

100 dollars to the Theological School, at Princeton. We feel his 

loss very much here as ateacher. In New-Provitence anil Harrods- 

burgh congregations we have establised two Bible Associations, | 
which will afford assistance to the Kentucky Bible Society. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
All those who desire to be taught, or to have their children taught to | 


tr 


{ 





INDUSTRY. 
The way to enlarge our ability, is to double our industry: for, by 
many repeated efforts, we may compass ia the end, what, in the be- 
ginning, we despaired of. 


PLEASURE. 
The most exquisite, as well as the most innocent of all enjoyments, 
are such as cost us least ; reading, (resh air, good weather, fine lan 
scapes, and the beauties of natare, ' 





Strong liquors are good at sometimes and in small proportions ; be- 
ing better fer physic than food : for cordials, than cominon use, 


read the Holy Scriptures, are hereby informed that a number of young 
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OBITUARY. 
eee 

WEST-INDIBS. At St. Croix, on the 2Ist of January last, Witttam Van 
Yeenrex, second son of Herman Van Veghten, Esq. of this city, aged twenty- 
seven years and one morth, having been a constant mariner upwards of ten years; was 
one of the few survivors taken off the wreck of the ship Rose in Bloom, where Gen. 
M'Pherson and twenty others perished on the 23d of August, 1809, hetween Cape May 
aud Sandy-Hook, and was carried to New-York. After recoyering from the bruises re- 
ceived ou the wreck, (having lost his little all,) and being determined to regain iton the 
sainé element, shipped himself on board a merchantman for England, where on the firet 


of May, 1806, he was 


British service on board a man of war, compelled to assist in the destruction of Copentiagen, 


and afterwards sent to the East Indies, where he remained about three years cru'sing 
agaiast and skirmishing with such as were their evemies.—He returned te England and 
was released from service through the ageucy of our consul. Shipped himselt again on 
board a merchantman in capacity of second niate, in which station he remained until the 
late war broke out, when he returned home to his friends in this city, where he remain- 
ed until peace was announced, when he could no longer rest, but must return te his favor- 
ite element. u February, 1815, took to sea again; was at St. Croix the third time since 
eace, and died in the capacity of first mate board the fine ship Chase, owned iu New- 
ork. He has teuched at almost every tradlif port in Europe, East and West Indies, and 
some part of Africa. [By particular request , from the Schenectady Cabinet. | 
SOUTH-CAROL! A. fa the county of Spartanburg, (S. U.) oa the 4ta alt. the Rev. 
Aveny Wrebtams, late pastor of the church in Lexington, M agsactiusetts, aged 34 years. 
He had long been afflicted with a Pulmonary complaint, and was making a journey to 
the Southern section of the country, to escape the inclemency of winter, so fatal in disov- 
ders of this description. But before completing his intended tour, his progress was ar- 
rested by a renewed attack of the disorder—and the band of death rested upon him in a 


Jand of strangers. ; 
Short was his life, but replete with usefulness. Re 
He was an accomplished scholar, an eloquent preacher, and faithful to the mission of 


his Divine Master. In social life, his deportment was distinguished with a candor, and 
an urbanity of manners that gave an additional charm to the higher qualities of his mind. 
Few men formed their opinions on all subjects with greater deliberation and more cau- 
tious enquiry, than Mr. Williams, and none ever asserted them with more true and manly 
independence. Asa husband and a parent, he might well be pronounced as perfect a 
model as the frailty of our nature admits. But the highest attribute of his character, 
was an ardent and deveted piety, which aderned bis early vouth, and shone with increas- 
ing lustre tothe close of life. His end was peaceful, he met the last destroyer with the 


ignati d hope and joy of a Christian. : 
rw hes hearin of a eee a circle of friends he has left the fairest and most durable 


memorial of his worth. : 
He taught us how to live,andOtoohigh _ 
The price of knowledge, taught us how to die. 
NEW-YORK. me a 
very grateful for the following communication, because it wi seen from it 
baie Ait fa several errors io the notiée published in our last, and also, because it 
is a much more ample and interesting statement. Utica Patriot. : 

DIED, at his residence near Oneida Castle,on Monday the tith inst. Sxexaxpon, 
the celebrated Oneida Chief, aged 110 years ; well known in the wars which occurred 
while we were British colonies, and in the contest which issued in our independence, as 
the undeviating friend of the people of the U. States. He was very savage, and addict- 
ed to drunkenness in his youth ;* but by his own reflections and the benevolent instruc- 
tions of the late Rev. Mr. Kirkland, missionary to his tribe, he lived a reformed man for 
more than sixty years, and died in Christian hope, 

From his attachment to Mr. Kirkland, be had always expressed a strong desire to be 
buried near his minister and father, that he might (to use his own expression) ** go up 
with him at the great resurrection.” At the approach of death, after listening to the 
prayers which were read at his bed side by his great grand dauhtger, he again repeated 
this request. Aceordingly, the family of Mr. Kirkland, having received ivformation by 
a runner that Skeaandon was dead, in compliance with a previous promise, sent assistance 


taken by a press-gang in the streets of London, and forced ito the | 
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to the Indians, thet the corpse might be conveyed to the village of Clinton for burial 
Divine service was attended at the meeting house in Ciinton on W ednesday 4” o'clock 
P.M. Auaddress was made to the Indiaus by the Rev. Dr. Backus, president of Ham. 
ilton Coilege ; which was inverpreted by Judge Dean, of Westmoreland. Praver was thea 
offered and appropriate psaims sung. Atler service, the coucourse which had assembled 
from respect to the deceased chief, or trom tie singularity of the occasion, moved to the 
grave io the following order ; 
Students of Hamilton College. 
Corpse. 
Indians. 
Mrs. Kirkland and family? 
Judge Dean, Rev. Dr. Norton, Rev. Mr. Ayer. 
Officers of Hamilton Gollege. 
Citizens. 

After interment, the only surviving son of the deceased, self moved, returned thanks 
through Judge Deaa as interpreter, to the people, for the respect shewn to his tather vp 
the occasion, and to Mrs, Kirkland and family, tor their kiuld and friendly attentions. 

Skeoandou’s person was tall and brawny, but well made; his ceuntenance was intelli. 
gent and beajed with all the indigenous dignity of an Indian chief. In his youth he wae 
a brave and iutrepid warrior, and in his riper years oue of the ablest counsellors among 
the North American tribes. He possessed a strong and vigorous mind, and though terri. 
bie as the toraado in war, he was vland and mild as the zephyr in peace. With the cua- 
ning of the fox, the hungry perseverence of the wolf, and the agility of the mountain cat 
he watched and repelled Canadian invasions. Hig vigilance once saved from massacre 
the iniabitauts of the infant settlement at German Flats. His influence brought the 
tribe to our assistance in the war of the revolntion. How many of the living and dead 
have been saved from the tomahawk and sca!ping knife by his friendly aid is not known - 
but individuals and villages have expressed gratitude for his beaevolent interpositions, 
and among the Indian tribes he was distinguished by the appellation of the ‘* While man's 


friend.” 


Although he eould speak but little English, and in his extreme old age was blind, yet 
his company was sought. In conversation he was highly decorous, eviacing that he bad 
profited hy seeing civilized and polished society, and by mingling with good company in 
his better days. 

To a friend who called 6n him a short time since, he thus expressed himeelf by his in- 
terpreter. 

“* Lam an aged hemlock: the winds of one hundred winters has whistled through my 

branches ; | am dead at the top. The generation to which | belonged have run away 
and leit me ; why I live the Great good Spirit only knows. Pray tomy Jesus, that I may 
bave patience to wait for my appointed time to die.” 
* Honored Chief! lis prayer was answered ; he was cheerful and resigned to the last. 
For several years be kept his dress for the grave prepared. Once, and again, ard again, 
he came to Cliaton to die ; longing that his soul might be with Christ, and bis body ia 
the narrow house, near lis beloved Christian teacher. ' 

While the ambitious hut vulgar great, look principally to senlptured monuments, and to 
niches inthe temple of earthly fame, Sxenxanpon, in the spirit of the on'y real nobility, 
stood with his loins girded, waiting the coming of hia Lord. ¥ 

His Lord has come ! and the day agproucnes when the green hillock that covers his 
dust wiil be more respected, than the Pyramids, the Mausolea and the Phanteons of the 
proud and imperious, His simple * turf and stove”? will be viewed with affection and 
veneration, when their taudry ornaments of huinan apotheosis shal] awaken only pity and 


disgust. 
* Indulge, my native land, indulge the tear, 


‘¢ That steals impassioned o’er a nation’s doom ; 

“ To me each twig from Adaw’s stock is near, 

“ And sorrows fall upoo an Indixn's tom), 
Clinton, March 14, 1816. 

* In the year 1755, Skenandon was presentatatreaty madein Albany. At night he 
was excessively drunk, and in the morning found himsel: ia the stree’, atvipped of all if 
ornaments and every article of clothing. His pride revolted at his self degradation, and 
he resolved ..%t he would aever again deliver himself over to Lhe power of sraono wars. 
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TO DR. SHERLOCK, 
@N HIS PRACTICAL DISCOURSE CONCERNING BEATH. 
BY PRIOR. 


Forciye the muse, who, in unhaHow’d strains, 
The saint one moment from his God detains : 
For sure, whate’er you do, whate’er you are, 
?Tis all but one good work, one constant prayer : 
Forgive her ; and entreat that God, to whom 
Thy favor’d vows with kind acceptance come, 
To raise her notes to thet sublime degree, 
Which «vits a song of piety and thee. 

Wondrous good man { whose labors may repel 
The force of sin, may stop the rage of hell; 
Thou, like the Baptist, from thy God wast sent, 
The crying yoice, to bid the world repent. 

The youth shall study, and no more engage 
Their flattering wishes for uncertain age ; 

No more, with fruitless care and cheated strife, 
Chase fleeting pleasure through this maze of life ; 
Findivg the wretched all, they here can have, 
But present food, and bui a future grave : 
Fach, great as Philip’s victor son, shall view 
This abject world, and, weeping, ask a new, 
Decrepit age shall read thee, and confess 





Thy lahors caw assuage, where medicines cease ; 
Shall bless thy word, their wounded sou'’s relief, 
The drops that sweeten their last dregs of life ; 
Shall look to Heaven, and laugh at all beneath ; 
Own riches,.gather’d tropble ; fame, a breath ; 
And life ano i!!, whose on! 

Thy even thongbts with so much plainness flow, 

Their sense untuto.’d infancy may know : 
Yet to such height is all that plaiuness wrought, 
Wit may admire, and letter’d pride be taught. 
Easy in words thy style, in senge sublime, 

On its blest steps each as: and sex thay rise ; 
*Tis like the ladder in the Patriarch’s dream, 

Its foot on earth, its height above the skies : 

Diffus’d its virtue, boundless is its power ; 
*Tis public health, and universal cure: 
Of heavenly manna 'tis a second feast ; 

A nation’s food, and all to every taste, 

To its last height mad Britain’s guilt was rear’d ; 
And various death for various crimes she fear’d., 
With your kind work her drooping hopes revive ; 
You bid her read, repent, adore, and live : 

You wrest the bolt from Heaven’s avenging hand ; 
Stop ready death, and save a sinking Innad. ~ 


O! save ns stii.; still bless us with thy stay; 
OQ! want thy heaven, till we have learut the way 
Refuse to leave thy destin’d charge too soon ; 
Aud, for the churet’s good, defer thy own. 


© ! live ; and let thy works urge our belief; 

cure is death. " Live to explain thy doctrine by thy life ; 
Tili future infaney, baptis’d by thee, / 
Grow ripe in years, and old in piety ; ( 


Ti'l Christians, yet uvaborn, be taught to die. } 
Then, infull age and hoary holiness, 

Retire, great teacher ! to thy promis'd bliss : 

Untouch'd thy tomb, uninjur'd Be thy dust, 

As thy own fame among the future just ; 

Till in last sounds the dreadful trumpet speaks ; 

Till judgment calls, and quickew’d nature wakes ; 

Til, through the utmost earth, and deepest sea, 

Our seatier’d atoms find their destin’d way, 

In haste to clothe their kindred souls again, 

Perfect our state, and build immortal maa : 

Then fearless thou, who well sustaio’st the fight, 

To paths of joy, or tracts of endless light, 

Lead up all those who heard thee and believ’d ; 

*Midst thy own flock, great shepherd ! he receiv'd ;. 

And glad all heaven with millions thou bast gav’d. 
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